Last Days in India                    [1804
We, the native inhabitants of Seringapatam [it ran], have reposed for .
five auspicious years under the shadow of your protection. We have
felt3 even during your absence, in the midst of battle and of victory,
that your care for our prosperity had been extended to us in as ample a
manner as if no other object had occupied your mind. We are preparing
to perform, in our several castes, the duties of thanksgiving and of
sacrifice to the preserving God, -who has brought you back in safety,
and we present ourselves in person to express our joy.
As your labours have been crowned with victory, so may your repose
be graced with honors. May you long continue personally to dispense
to us that full stream of security and happiness, which we first received
with wonder, and continue to enjoy with gratitude; and when greater
affairs shall call you from us, may the God of all castes and all nations
deign to hear with favour our humble and constant prayers for your
health, your glory and your happiness.1
General Wellesley remained only a few days at Seringapa-
tam, and by the middle of August was at Calcutta, well stored
with information for the benefit of his expectant brother.
His hopes of returning to England in October, however,
were speedily knocked on the head by bad news from the
war zone (where Holkar had rallied and won a considerable
victory),* and by November 3ist he was back at Seringapatam
preparatory to joining the army in the Deccan.
An attack of fever and ague, however, delayed his departure
for a couple of days, during which time accounts arrived of
the victories of Generals Lake and Fraser over Holkar at
Furrukhabad and Deeg which looked as if the war were
nearly at an end.
I hope that we shall take advantage of this great success against Holkar
[wrote General Wellesley to Major Shawe] to adopt a conciliatory
language and policy with all the native powers, and take my word for
it, the peace will be permanent; if we adopt the other line, we shall have
war immediately.2
The defeat of Holkar, in General Wellesley's opinion,
rendered it unnecessary for him to march to the Deccan,
1 Dispatches, VoL 77, p. 346.                2 Ibid*, p. 489.
* Over Colonel Monson's force.